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called an 'emhryo Court7 in which 'the elements of in-
trigue do not seem wanting'. Her brother Leopold, once
husband of George IV's daughter the Princess Charlotte,
and present King of Belgium, was known to be only too
willing to advise the future Queen. Lord Durham, the
Radical leader, had been friendly with the Duchess; he
was on his way home from St. Petersburg and generally
expected 'to endeavour to play a great political part and
materially to influence the opinions, or at least the
councils' of his future Sovereign. Sir John Conroy's
ambitions were blatantly obvious, whilst another mem-
ber of the Duchess's household, Colonel Caradoc, was
'suspected of a design and ambition to become a per-
sonage'. The one unknown factor in the situation was
the personality of the young Princess herself.

The King achieved his wish of living till his niece had
reached her eighteenth birthday, though 'he was very
nearly dying just as the event arrived', says Greville,
and 'his recovery will not have been accelerated by the
Duchess of Kent's answer to the City of London's ad-
dress, in which she went into the history of her life, and
talked of her "friendless state" on arriving in this
country, the gist of it being that, having been aban-
doned or neglected by the Royal Family, she had thrown
herself on the country.' Annoyance may have acted as
a tonic, for the King rallied sufficiently to turn the
tables on the Duchess by offering the Princess Victoria
an independent allowance. Still, his illness had been
sufficiently severe to set people wondering about the
character of .his successor.

Extraordinarily little was known of the young Prin-
cess. Henry Greville, the more social brother of Charles,
had once stayed in the same house, and talked to her
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